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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

D. EXTERIOR BUILDING DETAILS 
WINDOWS 

1. Window frames, mullions, and muntins are constructed of wood, steel, or 
aluminum-clad wood. 

2. Windows use true divided or externally articulated simulated horizontal 
divided lights. Light muntins are oriented in a traditional colonial grille, or 
grid (i.e., divided into equal sections). 

Tip!  If the ground floor is occupied by a nonresidential use, this standard 
does not apply to the ground floor windows. 

3. Window frames are vertical or square and windowpanes are horizontal or 
vertical. 

4. Vertical window frames have a minimum width to height ratio of 3:5 and a 
maximum width to height ratio of 1:3. 

5. If the building faces or overlooks an adjoining property with residential use, 
the upper story windowsills are placed a minimum of 42 inches above 
finish floor. 

6. Windows are more than 18 inches from the outside corners of the building. 

WALL SURFACES 

1. Exterior building wall surfaces are constructed of smooth trowel or light 
sand stucco finish. Corners are bullnosed ½ - ¾ inch. 

2. Gable ends are scored with a scalloped pattern, lined up with the breaks 
of the rake tiles. 

3. Stucco wall finish extends below the weep screed, flush with the wall 
surface above, for a minimum of two inches (2") below finish grade. 

4. Structural expansion joints are concealed by placement, color choice, or 
use of façade plane change. 

PAVING 

1. Exterior ground floor surfaces are paved with brick, stone, colored and 
textured concrete, terra-cotta tile, or buff-colored permeable pavers. 

2. Recreational/play areas are surfaced with turf (real, not synthetic), wood 
mulch, or rubber tiles. 

3. Brick and tile walkway patterns are selected from page 59 of the EPV 
Guidelines. 

BUILDING COLORS 

1. Building colors (primary and secondary building mass, walls, accents, trim, 
door and window frames, mullions, and other elements) are chosen from 
the Santa Barbara Colors: A Guide to Painting Buildings. 

Comply N/A Sheet # 
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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

D. EXTERIOR BUILDING DETAILS 
NEIGHBOR PRIVACY 

Comply N/A Sheet # 

1. If the project is within six feet (6') of existing buildings along the interior 
property lines, windows and upper-story balconies and decks are offset or
staggered from the existing buildings windows, balconies, and decks by at 
least 75%. 

E. OPTIONAL ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS 
The following architectural elements are optional; however, if included, these 
architectural elements are designed as follows: (check all that apply) 

AWNINGS 

Comply N/A Sheet # 

1. Awnings are angled, open on the sides, with a straight valance (See #2 
below for an exception to this standard.) 

2. If located within an arch, curved awnings are allowed if the form and depth 
of the arch is still visually apparent. 

3. The bottom edge of the awning valance falls below the window or door 
head height. 

4. If the awing is on the ground floor above a public sidewalk, the valance 
height conforms to Public Works height standards. 

5. Awning fabric and metal support colors are chosen from the Santa 
Barbara Colors: A Guide to Painting Buildings. 

6. Awning supports are constructed of wrought iron with ornamental finials. 

BALCONIES 

1. All balconies match in terms of style, color, and material. 

2. The underside of balconies is finished with stucco, stained, or painted 
wood, decorative glazed tile, or terra-cotta tile. 

3. Balcony balustrades are constructed of wood, wrought iron, stone, or 
stucco. 

4. Wrought iron has a minimum cross-sectional dimension of ½ inch (1/2"). 

5. Balcony and deck guardrails are at least 50% transparent or see through 
(open spaces with bars, balusters, railings, or similar). 

ROOFTOP ELEMENTS 

1. Horizontal space devoted to towers, domes, and cupolas is 15% or less of 
the average floor area of all the building’s floors (cumulative). 

2. Roof finials are constructed of metal with a black, bronze, or Malaga green 
finish. 
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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

F. LANDSCAPING 
24 inches high and 18 inches wide, finished with stucco, tile, or sandstone, 
and open bottomed with root barriers.   

3. Landscaping and plants in planters are living plants. 

Comply N/A Sheet # 

4. Plant materials in the public right-of-way are selected from the City of 
Santa Barbara Suggested Parkway Plantings list. 

5. Street trees are selected from the Street Tree Master Plan or as 
recommended by the City’s Urban Forest Superintendent. 

6. Protect and preserve existing vegetation and trees that are to remain on 
the site, based on the recommendations of a qualified arborist’s report. 

PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING 

1. Parking lot trees are selected from the list of Recommended Canopy 
Trees in Appendix D of the Historic Landmarks Commission Guidelines. 

2. No turf is included in parking lot landscaping. 

3. Landscape buffers and island planters over eight feet (8') long include 
stepping areas of concrete, permeable pavers, or stone. 

FENCES AND WALLS 

1. Non-masonry fences are constructed of wood or wrought iron. 

2. If the fence is wooden, the planks are vertical cedar, redwood, or pressure 
treated wood left in a natural condition or treated with neutral or wood 
color stain or sealer. 

3. Masonry walls are constructed of smooth stucco finish, matching the 
building wall surface. 

4. Masonry walls are a minimum of eight inches (8”) thick. 

G. PARKING LOCATION AND DESIGN Comply N/A Sheet # 

If parking spaces are provided, they comply with Chapter 30.175 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, and as follows: (check all that apply) 

UNCOVERED PARKING 

1. Uncovered parking is not publicly visible*. 

2. If the project is on a corner lot, uncovered parking is either not publicly
visible* or is in the Secondary Front Yard and: 

a. A landscaped buffer meeting minimum requirements is 
provided between the parking lot and the street; and 

b. Access is from the Secondary Front Lot Line, unless the 
Public Works Director approves an alternative access location. 
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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

G. PARKING LOCATION AND DESIGN 
CARPORTS 

1. Carports are not publicly visible*. 

2. Carport support posts are at least eight includes square or diameter and 
wrapped in stucco or constructed or painted or stained wood. 

TUCK-UNDER PARKING 

1. Tuck-under parking is not publicly visible*. 

PARKING STRUCTURES 

1. If publicly visible*, the entry is set at least 10 feet back from the front 
building façade and 20 feet back from the street. 

2. If publicly visible*, the entry is the minimum height necessary to 
accommodate the intended use. 

3. The entry is secured by either a door faced with wood or wood composite 
panels or a security grille. 

4. The structure does not occupy more than 50% of the building width of the 
front elevation facing the Primary Front Lot Line or the structure is below 
or partially below grade such that is it not considered a “story” as 
described in the Municipal Code. 

5. Exterior walls greater than 40 feet in length shall include articulation, 
landscaping recesses, or textured treatment over 25% of the total wall
area, with the following specifications (check all that apply): 

a. Articulation is designed as faux windows, arches, decorative 
relief, notched setbacks, or projecting bays. 

b. Decorative relief is at least three inches (3") deep. 

c. Landscaping recesses are at least 18 inches deep and two feet 
(2') wide. 

6. Ventilation openings are screened with stone or stucco openwork, clay tile, 
wrought iron grilles, or landscaping. 

7. Interior lighting is directed, oriented, and shielded to prevent light trespass 
or glare outside the structure or property line. 

PRIVATE GARAGES 

1. If publicly visible*, entries are set at least 10 feet back from the front 
building façade and 20 feet back from the street. 

2. If publicly visible*, the garage entry height is the minimum necessary to 
accommodate the intended use. 

3. Individual garage doors are faced with wood or wood composite panels. 

Comply N/A Sheet # 
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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

H. OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
Lighting plans that comply with the Outdoor Lighting and Streetlighting Design 
Guidelines are provided, and are designed as follows: (check all that apply) 

PARKING LOT LIGHTING 

Comply N/A Sheet # 

1. Light fixtures are directed away from adjacent property lines. 

2. Lamps do not exceed a color temperature of 3000 Kelvin. 

3. Poles and fixtures are 20 feet or less in height as measured from grade. 

4. Fixture type is fully horizontal cut-off. 

5. Bollard type fixtures are black, bronze, or Malaga green. 

6. Light fixture location does not conflict with existing or planned canopy 
trees at maturity or other landscaping. 

LANDSCAPE AREA LIGHTING 

1. Lighting is fully shielded. 

2. Lighting does not exceed 2700 lumens per fixture for nonresidential uses 
and 1200 lumens per fixture for residential uses. 

3. Lamps do not exceed a color temperature of 3000 Kelvin. 

4. Bollard and other path light fixtures are black, bronze, or Malaga green. 

EXTERIOR BUILDING LIGHTING 

1. Decorative and local light fixtures are lantern-type wrought iron with 
refractors, louvers, patterned, or translucent glass. 

2. If lamps are not fully shielded, they do not exceed 1200 lumens. 

3. Light fixtures for private patios, porches, entrances, and similar exterior 
private spaces are fully shielded and constructed of wrought iron or black
or bronze metal, or recessed soffit lights. 

I. EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE AREAS 
All exterior mechanical equipment complies with the requirements in the 
Municipal Code and is designed as follows: (check all that apply) 

1. Above-ground utilities are placed within the building or at the side of the 
building. 

2. Exterior mechanical equipment is hidden from public view within an 
enclosure, screened by landscaping, or screened behind continuous 
fencing or walls. 

Comply N/A Sheet # 
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Affordable Housing Streamlined Approval 

I. EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE AREAS Comply N/A Sheet # 

3. If screened within an enclosure attached to the building, the enclosure is 
painted to match the color of the building, unless specific colors are 
required by code. 

4. If screened by landscaping, the landscaping shall be as tall as the 
equipment it is screening and the equipment or enclosure is painted 
Malaga green, unless specific colors are required by code. 

5. Piping or conduit serving above-ground utilities are not attached to the 
building exterior. 

6. Rooftop mounted mechanical equipment is hidden from public view in an 
enclosure or behind a pitched roof or parapet wall. 

7. Rooftop solar energy equipment is located behind a pitched roof or 
parapet wall. 

*Publicly Visible: A building, structure, or improvement is publicly visible if it may be typically, reasonably, and usually 
observed by a person standing or traveling upon a public right-of-way (including streets and sidewalks) or visible from a 
public park, beach, or other area generally open for public use. If the building, structure, or improvement is only visible 
from a very distant viewing location where the building, structure, or improvement would not be readily discernable from 
the viewing location, then the building, structure, or improvement is not considered publicly visible. 
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